Hemisphere (Kukla et al. 1977; Jagka, Christou a. Cook 1984; Jones et al. 1986 ). The placing of meteorological stations on many of the remote islands in the Southern Ocean and in the Antartic since the International Geophysical Year (1956-57) , has resulted in the accumulation of some 30 years detailed climatic data from these parts of the world whose climates were previously little known. Over the same period, the establishment of military bases and civil airports, has added to climate data worldwide. This study uses long runs of hourly drybulb air tempera tures recorded at more than 200 places, mostly in coastal situations. It attempts to refine ideas concern ing the comparative nature of thermal climates at the earth's surface, and to demonstrate a range of uses for isopleth data modelled on a temporal basis. Troll (1941, 1943, 1961) pointed to the fun damental difference between the diurnal nature of thermal climates in low latitudes, and their seasonal nature in high latitudes. This is clearly expressed in the trend of the isopleths in his "thermoisopleth" diagrams. He thus emphasised an important quali tative distinction, which was used in the classification of climates on a world map (Troll a. Paffen 1964) . Paffen (1966) urged as standard practice on future compilers of thermoisopleth diagrams. Forty-two published thermoisopleth diagrams have been included in the data set, making a total of 209 stations worldwide. The numerical data from which most of these printed diagrams were compiled remain unpublished, and the trend and spacing of the isopleths have therefore been counted directly from the printed diagrams. Many of them cover only short periods of time, and their temperature-sampling in tervals are unstated. Their accuracy and reliability are therefore less easy to evaluate than the 167 dia grams generated by computer. Since the published plots include some covering periods of observation which stretch back more than a century, they may have an interest in the analysis of changes in thermal climates which may be influenced locally or globally by human activities. To quantify this concept relating "steepness" of the thermal climate to continentality, counts of the intercepts between the thermoisopleths and the stan dard 12 x 12 gridlines used to measure S and D values, are combined. The index of continentality (C) is expressed as the hypotenuse of triangle in which S and D are the other two sides:
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i.e. C = }/S2 + D2 .
In the ordination of S and D values (Fig. 3) , the value of the continentality index, C, of any site is thus equal to the distance from the origin of the plot to the plotted position of the site itself. Extreme oceanic climates, with values of C = <100 cluster near the Continental climates spread out to the most ex treme values, with C = > 1000, for the Siberian sites (off the plot in Fig. 3 Twenty-eight islands and coastal sites outside the tropics are grouped in six latitudinal belts (Table 1) , within each of which the C values for the northern exceed those for the southern sites, except Faeroe and Jan Mayen in the North Atlantic/Arctic Ocean.
The greater oceanity of remote mid-ocean islands in the Southern Hemisphere is most marked in mid dle and higher latitudes which are subjected to the full influence of the Antarctic Circumpolar Current.
Away from the northern continents, the low C values for Faeroe and Jan Mayen illustrate the more limited moderating influence of the North Atlantic Drift. Indices tabulated are those for seasonality (S), diurnality (D), S/D, and continentality (C).
Two-letter codes to sites (as used in Fig. 3 Histograms are arranged in register for each hemisphere. Colour layering as in Fig. 1 
